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REPLY OF AMERITECH

Ameritech1 submits this reply to comments on the Common Carrier Bureau's Public

Notice in the above-captioned matter.2

Nwncr~us parties filed comments on the various high cost funding proposals. Many of

those parties simply advocate proposals solely on the basis of the economic impact on them

particularly, without regard to larger principles. Although comments of this nature contribute to

the level of "noise" in the debate. they add very little substance.

In its careful attention to this matter, therefore, the Commission should. ofcourse, keep

its eye on the "big pietme." As Ameritech noted in its comments, the Chairman's "8 Principles"

for universal service provide a solid framework for analyzing the various proposals. Maintaining

I Amernech means: lllinois Bell Telephone Company, IndilWl Bell Telephone ComPa4Y, Incorporated, Michigan
Bell Telephone Company, The Ohio Bell Telephone Company, and Wisconsin Bell, Inc.

2 Public Notice, DA 98-715 (released April IS, 1998).
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support for rural carriers, recognizing the states' role in furthering universal service, ensuring

competitive neutrality, and encouraging efficient invl~stment, are all necessary aspects of a

universal service funding plan that will not compromise other public policy interests. Again, the

COImnission's 25% plan, modified to pennit rural carriers to continue to recover the interstate

high cost support that they receive today (without offsetting reductions to their access charge

levels), best fulfills those principles.
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